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Primary Health Care and the Social Determinants of Health are critical components of 
any health professions school’s curriculum. At the UWI Mona in Jamaica, medical 
students engage in a longitudinal clinical clerkship called Community Health across all 
three clinical years. Community Health while the piece de resistance, is combined with 
Introduction to Medical Practice, Health Care Concepts, Health and the Environment, 
and Health Services Management to round out our Primary Health Care curriculum. 
Jamaica has always been a leader in Primary Health Care, from its landmark paper 
‘Primary Health Care – The Jamaican Perspective’ presented at the Alma Ata conference 
in 1978 to the first professor of Social and Preventative Medicine, pioneer of Community 
Health Aides, and PAHO Public Health Hero, Sir Kenneth Standard. It was Sir Ken who 
introduced Community Health to our curriculum in the 1980s when medical students 
would be embedded in rural Jamaican communities delivering primary health care 
services as part of the community. Today, Community Health has evolved into a tripartite 
of courses across each clinical year focusing in the first instance on fieldwork in the third 
year, the rural Jamaican experience and community research in the fourth year, and the 
underserved community comprehensive primary care practice in the final year. This is 
the story of the UWI Mona Primary Health Care curriculum seen through the eyes of a 
final year medical student who is a Primary Health Care and Universal Health Coverage 
advocate, his experiences and opinions. 

 


