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Storytelling has been used as a socio-cultural tool to empower communities. We have 
been working in disaster affected communities through our children’s books since 
2011. Some of our books were created in response to disasters including the 
earthquake in Haiti, the typhoon in the Philippines, and the Ebola epidemic in West 
Africa. A multinational qualitative assessment of our books, addressing the refugee 
crisis in Jordan, human trafficking in Nepal, and the earthquake in Puerto Rico, was 
performed. We interviewed children, caregivers, families and local community on the 
impact of the intervention. Children were also assessed on the story/key message 
recall. The books proved to be effective in educating children and their communities 
about disaster and associated social problems. Interviewees responded positively to 
the effectiveness of the book in helping them understand normal psychological 
responses to abnormal traumatic events. The books provided them with tools to 
proactively cope with future traumatic events, thereby supporting the development of 
community resiliency. Working with children, who have experienced a recent trauma, is 
a challenge on itself. Delivering books to the communities that needed support was a 
challenge logistically. Local partners played a key role in gaining access to the 
community. Interpreters were important when working with different languages and can 
affect the impact. Care must be taken to ensure the precise translation of the story, 
themes and messages and to avoid miscommunication. Books with representative 
artwork and language were more relatable to the community and more effective in 
community engagement. 

 


