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Background A project of final year medical students living in the community during their 
7 week final year rural block has run successfully over 4 years. From qualitative data, 
the positive effects for students and host families has been documented. A more formal 
evaluation of the project had not been undertaken. Methodology A SROI method was 
used to explore and quantify the impact that the project has made. Following initial 
exploratory interviews, a theory of change was developed, linking the project activities to 
changes for the stakeholders. This formed the basis for in-depth interviews with 
participants. This poster presents the initial analysis of the data from the host families. 
Results The evaluation confirmed the project’s significant social and financial impact on 
the lives of the host families. The impact was very heterogeneous across hosts, with 
different aspects of the project having greater impact. Financial impact included 
leveraging the additional funding to further education for children, starting new 
enterprises and making extensive home improvements. The social impacts included 
improved status in the community, increased social networking and social capital. The 
latter occurred within the community, of being linked into a number of new circles through 
links with other hosts, and outside of the community linked with the University. A 
significant link was the continued long-term relationship between the hosts maintained 
with the students. Conclusion Offering students the possibility of living in the community 
during their rural block has significant positive effects on the hosts and broader 
community. 
 

 


